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When writing this essay I found that my main problem was deciding on one theme. I actually really liked this paper though. It’s been my favorite so far, well out of the whole one other option. I think I just like that we get to choose what we write on rather than you telling us. Anyhow, all the class exercises helped to, they made it not so daunting to write the paper when it finally came down to it. 

Gender Roles: A Product of Society

Men are strong and women, well they just aren’t; boys don’t cry; women should be mothers and housewives; men always want sex—these stereotypes as well as numerous other cliché, have molded the ideals society holds about men and women. But where did these ideas come from? Are they actual representation of our population, or are they glamorized ideals produced, and if they are products of creation, who created them? The film Welcome to the Dollhouse follows the difficult seventh-grade life of Dawn Weiner as she struggles with family dysfunction and being a social outcast. “Becoming Members of Society: Learning the Social Meanings of Gender,” discusses male and female stereotypes in American society. Both the film Welcome to the Dollhouse, as well as the essay “Becoming Members of Society: Learning the Social Meanings of Gender,” demonstrate the ideas that American pop-culture and society emphasize the social stigmas that there are “natural” male and female roles (Devor). 
When looking at the roles of males and females in contemporary society, pop-culture plays a major function in how people view the places of men and women in today’s culture. According to the essay “Becoming Members of Society: Learning the Social Meanings of Gender,” children start to understand their gender identity between the “age of 18 months and two years.”  The article goes on to say that very young children can begin to realize what gender behaviors are “appropriate,” in society. However, with the heavy influence of pop-culture on the minds of young children through movies, television and mass media, the so called “natural” roles of men and women are being manipulated to align with today’s culture. Society’s culture is showing children today that the role of women is to be an object of sex and beauty, and that men’s role is to be overassertive. When analyzing the film Welcome to the Dollhouse, the viewer can easily see a plethora of examples of this emphasis on women being in society only to look pretty and be sex objects. In the film for example, Dawn, a homely looking girl, is constantly ridiculed at school as well as at home. At home, her younger, and prettier sister is the clear favorite in the household, while all she does through the movie is twirl around in her tutu. This idea that the only acceptable daughter in the family dances around in a pink, fluffy tutu all day, while the ugly daughter is ignored, acts as a catalyst to adolescents telling them to place all value on beauty. Moreover, the movie also explains the double standard of male pressure in society. Dawn’s equally unattractive brother Mark is not the black sheep member of the family dispute his unattractive looks. Rather, the focus on Mark is intellectual, with a lot of mention on college for him and none for Dawn.  Furthermore, according to Dover’s essay, “the goals of femininity,” should be about their “styles of dress…poster…and overall demeanor.” Thus, further impacting the idea that women should focus on how they look.  

Women are shown valuable only as sex objects in the film when Mark tells Dawn that Steve, the older boy in Mark’s band that Dawn has a crush on, will sleep with “anyone.” When Dawn continues to question Mark on the subject asking if the girls have to be pretty, Mark tells her, no that he would “sleep with dogs because he is horny.” This example proves the idea that women are only used as a means of sexual gratification. According to the article, men and women differ mostly because men innately “thirst for power,” while women strive for “harmony,” resulting in a more “passive” and “dependant” nature.  Moreover, when Brandon, the school bully, threatens Dawn telling her “Yo Weiner, you better get ready, 'cause at three o' clock today, I'm going to rape you,” she willing shows up, thus accepting the fact that the only reason Brandon is, in a twisted way, befriending her is for sex. Because Dawn is so neglected emotionally at home, and because of her almost non-excitant social life, she is willing to be raped by Brandon in order to have human interaction. Furthermore, she also accepts Brandon calling her degrading names on a regular basis and even goes, as far as to apologize saying, “I don’t mean to be a cunt.” These scenes in the movie as well as Brandon’s character as a whole shows “innate predisposition of males towards aggression and dominance.” (Devor) Moreover, this demonstrates women apparent acceptance of this dominance because it is their nature to “strive for corporation.” (Devor) This is quite clear in Brandon’s character as he continually beats up on younger boys at school and threatens to rape Dawn as well as physically hits her. 

Moreover, Brandon makes it quite clear at the end of the film that he is the one in charge of the relationship when Dawn goes to kiss him and he violently pushes her, then pulls her back saying, “I always make the first move.” The movie also provides other examples in male characters. During one scene in the movie, a girl is on the hood of a car pinned beneath an older guy making out with him while several other guys watch, when the guy get up to go somewhere he tells he not to move, and she remains completely still. This not only reinforces that the nature of males is forceful, but also the idea of women being merely sexual object. Because men are supposed to be bossy as their natural gender role according to the essay any male character not fitting this stereotype in the film are called “fags” and “nerds.” (Welcome) This points out the idea that in order to for men to fit into society they must be violent and sleeping with multiple girls. The ideal male character personified in the film, Steve, who is temperamental and prone to outbursts; moreover, he is depicted as having multiple female sexual partners. While the movie proceeds to display “weaker” male characters in negative ways, having them repeatedly called “fags ” and aren’t socially accepted in school. 
Overall, the film backs up what the essay says about today’s culture in America. The two texts exemplify how gender stereotypes have changes over the past few decades. Where in prior years women were looked at as housewives and had more of a prim image, with the influence of pop-culture today this has changed to a sexual and meek persona. Furthermore, past decades have shown men as the household breadwinner and family man has moved to a much more violent and domineering image. These newly mass media produced “natural” gender roles show a reflection of society’s superficial nature.
This film, with its numerous examples of male and female places in society, is making a comment on society’s values today. While it may seem that this film is promoting these somewhat derogatory new roles, this is not the case. The film is taking extreme examples of these roles as a way to slap society back in to shape—to say to the public that these stereotypes are ridiculous and not representative of real life, but merely Hollywood produced social stigmas used to add drama to movies and television.

Because the essay, “Becoming Members of Society: Learning the Social Meanings of Gender,” tends to argue that these portrayed roles are an accurate reflection of reality, the film makes a better argument. Clearly these extreme and overly derogatory roles described in the essay by Dover are not what is going on out in the real world. These descriptions seem almost to act as an excuse that overly feminist women use to explain away the problems in their lives. With in contemporary society these descriptions are more of a crude flashback to the pre-suffrage era. Both public and household roles are not strictly dictated anymore, but rather left to choice.
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